
Using Positive Language with Kids: A Guide for Parents of Young Children

Our words have a powerful influence on our children's development, especially in their
early years when they are forming their sense of self and learning how to navigate the
world. Positive language isn’t about avoiding boundaries or discipline—it's about 
guiding behavior in a way that builds confidence, fosters connection, and encourages 
self-awareness.

Here are some simple strategies for replacing commonly used phrases with positive, 
impactful language that empowers your child and reinforces their emotional well-being.

1. Reframe Behavior Expectations Positively
When a child misbehaves, it can be tempting to label the behavior as “naughty” or 
use punitive language to emphasize expectations. However, using positive framing to 
communicate desired behaviors helps your child feel more empowered and 
encourages better choices.

   - Instead of: "You're being naughty today."
   - Try: "I know you’re having a hard time right now. Let’s take a moment together to 
calm down, and then you can try again."

This approach lets your child know that you understand their struggle, and it shows 
that you’re there to support them. It also gives them a chance to reset and approach 
the situation with a fresh mindset.

   - Tip: Encourage a break with calming activities, like taking deep breaths together or
engaging in a quiet moment to reset.

2. Empower with Constructive Language
Negative phrases like “you’re so powerless” can make a child feel helpless or 
inadequate. Instead, focus on language that builds their confidence and highlights 
what they can do, helping them approach challenges with a positive outlook.

   - Instead of: "You’re so powerless."



   - Try: "I see you’re frustrated, but I believe in you. Let’s work through this together."

This shift emphasizes your belief in their ability to improve and learn, even when 
things are tough. It also opens the door to problem-solving and resilience, building 
their confidence in the process.

   - Tip: Ask questions like, “What can we try to make this easier?” to encourage 
problem-solving skills and emphasize that challenges are a natural part of learning.

3. Avoid Labels and Focus on Behaviors
Children are constantly learning and experimenting with boundaries, so it’s natural for 
them to make mistakes. Labeling behaviors (e.g., “bad” or “good”) can make a child 
feel defined by those actions, rather than seeing them as learning experiences.

   - Instead of: “Stop acting like a baby” or “You’re being bad.”
   - Try: “Let’s talk about what’s bothering you and how we can handle it.”

Focusing on the specific behavior rather than labeling the child helps them separate 
their actions from their identity, making it easier to learn and grow.

   - Tip: Reinforce positive actions by saying things like, “I love how you tried to solve 
that problem. Let’s keep working on it together.”

4. Encourage Independence through Positive Choices
Statements that imply punishment or shame, like “I’ll tell your mom you’re behaving 
badly,” may seem like quick fixes, but they don’t encourage children to make choices 
independently. Instead, offer choices and explain the potential outcomes of their 
actions to help them make positive decisions on their own.

   - Instead of: "If you keep acting up, I’m going to have to tell your mom."
   - Try: "You have two choices here: we can work on this together calmly, or you can 
take a break until you’re ready."



Giving children options helps them feel empowered and teaches them to consider the 
consequences of their actions.

   - Tip: Create “choice moments” throughout the day, even during minor situations, to
reinforce decision-making skills.

5. Teach Emotional Awareness with Empathy
Sometimes children act out because they’re struggling to manage big feelings. 
Teaching them to recognize and name their emotions gives them a foundation for 
emotional intelligence and self-regulation.

   - Instead of: "You’re making me angry with this behavior."
   - Try: "I can see you’re feeling really upset. Let’s talk about what’s going on and 
how you’re feeling."

This approach helps your child feel understood and safe to express themselves. By 
encouraging them to identify and communicate their emotions, you’re giving them 
tools to manage those feelings in a healthy way.

   - Tip: Use a “feelings chart” or cards with emotion words to help younger kids label 
what they’re experiencing.

6. Reinforce Positive Actions by “Catching” Good Behavior
One of the simplest and most effective ways to reinforce positive behavior is by 
noticing and acknowledging it when it happens. This encouragement motivates 
children to continue those behaviors because they feel appreciated and valued.

   - Instead of: Only addressing behavior when it’s negative.
   - Try: “Thank you for using kind words with your friend—I really liked how you 
handled that!”

Positive reinforcement works wonders in helping children recognize the behaviors that 
make a positive impact on others.



   - Tip: Set aside a few minutes each day to ask your child about something they did 
well or something kind they did for someone else.

Final Thoughts

Using positive language doesn’t mean avoiding boundaries or allowing misbehavior. 
It’s about guiding your child with empathy, patience, and respect, helping them learn 
through experience while building their confidence. When we focus on the behavior 
rather than the child and reinforce positive actions, we help our children see 
themselves as capable, kind, and valuable.

Remember: The way we talk to our children becomes their inner voice. Using positive 
language creates a foundation for a positive self-image, emotional resilience, and 
healthy relationships. 

For more parenting tips and ways to reinforce positive communication in your home, 
check out our full blog series on [insert website]


